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Giving Thanks in Colossians 

• May you be made strong with all the strength that 
comes from his glorious power, and may you be 
prepared to endure everything with patience, while 
joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled 
you to share in the inheritance of the saints (1:11-12)

• As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up 
in him and established in the faith, just as you were 
taught, abounding in thanksgiving. (2:6-7)

• And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him. (3:17)

• Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with 
thanksgiving. (4:2)



Dead old self | Renewing new self

Disrobing 

But now you must get rid
of all such things—anger, 
wrath, malice, slander, 
and abusive language 
from your mouth. Do not 
lie to one another, seeing 
that you have stripped off 
the old self with its 
practices 
(Colossians 3:8-9 NRSV)

Robing 

As God's chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, clothe 
yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and 
patience. …Above all, 
clothe yourselves with 
love, which binds 
everything together in 
perfect harmony. 
(Colossians 3:12-14 NRSV)



Racial Significance
of clothing



Sikhism 

Vices
1. Lust
2. Anger
3. Greed
4. Materialism
5. Pride 

Virtues
1. Truth
2. Compassion
3. Contentment
4. Humility
5. Love 



Christianity

• The new self is a divine transformation by faith, and 
the “new clothing” is the character(istics) of Christ.

• Moreover, it is God who clothes the person of 
faith—just as the Father clothed the prodigal son.



Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts (3:15a)
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly (3:16a) 

From the Heart: Jesus 
• what comes out of the 

mouth proceeds from 
the heart… (Matthew 
15:18 NRSV)
oKeep your heart with 

all vigilance, for from it 
flow the springs of life. 
(Proverbs 4:23 NRSV; cf. 
John 7:38)

From the Heart: Paul 
And be thankful. …with 
gratitude in your hearts 
sing psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs to God. And 
…do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the 
Father through him. 
(Colossians 3:15b,16c-17 
NRSV)





What does it look like?

• teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; 
and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs to God. (Col 3:16b-c)

• Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with 
salt… (Col 4:6a)





Exhortation

“you have stripped off the old self with its practices 
and have clothed yourselves with the new self, 

which is being renewed in knowledge according to 
the image of its creator.” 

(Colossians 3:9b-10 NRS)


